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Investigation showed several cases of silver and copper
money, and several small cases, which when he prised them
open, he found to contain only blanks of bank-notes. Then
he found a case of bill stamps, and he was beginning to
think that his night of tormenting labour was to prove
practically unrewarded, when he came upon a toughly
3x1 ade chest of antique design. It was strongly clasped and
padlocked, and resisted all his attempts to open the lid.
Sweating and breathless from his exertions, he sat down on
the chest, his brain working desperately, furious at being
balked when treasure was within an inch of his hands.
He sprang up suddenly and heaved the chest over until
it stood before him bottom up. He recollected having heard
from an experienced thief in jail that a chest of this kind
could often be opened at the bottom, if there had been any
chance of damp collected under and round it, which causes
the wood to rot. A careful examination proved that the
bottom of the chest was indeed almost rotten, and in a few
minutes he had broken it away. At what he found within
all the toil and moil and danger were forgotten. Bags of
coined gold, and a case of Bank of England notes, waiting
there for him to take!
He emptied his carpet bag and stuffed it with as many
sovereigns as he could carry, and then crammed in every
bank-note that he could lay his hands on, until he judged
that he had about ten thousand pounds. He then hid all
his implements and went back to the adjoining houses
where he made up a bed of straw in the most out-of-the-
way corner that he could find. After eating a hearty meal
of the food which he had brought with him, he lay down
and slept,
He awoke at about six in the evening and decided to
explore all the druggist's cellars with a view to discovering
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